It's official! We have made it to a second publication of the Middlebush Times. To be perfectly honest, I was not sure if this concept would ever get this far, but I certainly am happy that it has. For those of you who missed our first edition, the main purpose was to introduce the idea of this newsletter, and to catch everyone in the department up on the summer happenings we are a part of. This month's main theme is "getting to know you." Yes, our department is relatively small, and most of us are on a pretty friendly basis already, but we have many reasons to work with this idea.
The fall is an exciting time. The nights are cooling off, the leaves are changing, college football is in full swing. Fall is also an exciting time in the department with the addition of each new cohort. This year's first year students are a large and unique cohort with varying interests and backgrounds. If you haven't had a chance to meet everyone yet hopefully this gives you the opportunity to learn a little bit more about the first year students. Don Willis-Don is from Arkansas and attended University of Central Arkansas for his undergraduate degree before moving to the University of Arkansas to pursue a Master's degree. Don is interested in health disparities with a particular focus on food insecurity. He is passionate about social justice and his hobbies include running, hiking, canoeing, and camping. Entering the PhD program, Don is excited about beginning a new phase of his academic career and sharing ideas about the social world with a new intellectual community.
Kristen Kalz-Kristen is from St. Louis and attended SIU-Edwardsville for both her bachelor's and Master's degrees. Before beginning her doctoral work, Kristen was a sociology instructor at various institutions in the St. Louis area. Kristen's general interests are in Culture & Identity, Gender, Environmentalism, and Social Movements. In the next year, she would like to cultivate her "sociological voice" and begin blogging. Kristen enjoys knitting, farmers markets, flea markets, antique shops, coffee/tea, Microbreweries, hockey, and her cat Gonzo. Kristen describes herself as someone who goes with the flow and tries to see the humor in life.
Veronica Newton-Veronica or V is also from St. Louis. She received her BA at Texas State University and her MA at St. Louis University. Veronica's main research area is the sociology of education. Her passion is social justice and her hobbies include dancing, laughing, and having a good time. Veronica is most excited about submitting her second year paper. An interesting fact about Veronica, she used to be a ballet dancer and in 2003 she danced for American Ballet Theatre's summer program.
Anna Carrillo Arnal-Anna is from Barcelona, Spain and has received a BA and MA from the University of Barcelona. Anna was also a research assistant at the Center of Research in Theories and Practices to Overcome Inequalities at the University of Barcelona. Her general research interests are in social inequalities with a particular focus on neighborhoods of concentrated poverty. Anna's hobbies are reading novels, watching movies, and spending time with friends. This is Anna's first time in the US and she is excited about the whole experience of living abroad. She is excited to meet new people and visit new places.
Stephane Andrade-Stephane or Steph is from Pawtucket, Rhode Island and previously attended the University of Rhode Island. His research interests include race and ethnic relations, culture and identity, the African Diaspora, and the sociology of sport. Stephane is passionate about education and community and youth development. His hobbies are playing basketball and watching sports. For the upcoming year, Stephane is most excited about getting to know the graduate students, faculty, and staff in the department. A fun fact about Stephane-he owns over 300 pairs of sneakers! Teah Hairston-Teah or Slim is from Sacramento, California. For her undergraduate degree, Teah attended San Jose State University and then moved to the University of Mississippi for her Master's work. Her general research interests are in criminology, deviance, social inequality, and race. Teah describes education as her passion in life. In her spare time she enjoys spending time with family and friends and eating good food! Teah is excited about discovering new things and meeting new people during her first year at Mizzou.
